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lived valiantly in performing feats of arms. Small wonder
then that the chronicles are full of praise for the Templars
who were both valorous knights and pious monks.
Nobles in the West contributed gladly to the Order in
the knowledge that, while giving to the servants of the
Church, they were also financing the war against the accursed
infidel, and as the result of such voluntary offerings the
Templars found themselves entrusted with large sums.
They had other sources of income. Applications came from
lords who wished to be numbered among the brotherhood,
without taking any active part in it, and these recruits were
willing to pay heavily for the privilege. It was a common
practice for seculars to seek to ally themselves with a religious
Order in this way, and any Order which grew renowned
could depend upon an appreciable revenue from these enlist-
ments. The greatest of the early associates of the Temple
was Fulk, Count of Anjou and later King of Jerusalem.
After being at war with the King of England, " he became
anxious for the state of his soul, and very desirous of being
reconciled to God. In consequence he devoted himself to
doing penance for the sins he had committed , . . and went
in pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and there joining the Knights
Templars remained for some time "* This was in 1120, and
thereafter Fulk paid a yearly tribute of thirty pounds of
silver " to the reverent knights whose whole life is spent in
combating for God, both in body and soul, and who, despising
all worldly things, are daily prepared for martyrdom $ and
his laudable example induced several other French lords to
imitate his liberality ".
The Templars were even more popular in the Latin states
of the East than they were in Europe. The Church in Syria
jave generously to the knights $ the canons of the Holy
Sepulchre granted them a training ground close to the
Temple5 and the Patriarch of Jerusalem allotted several
properties to the Order. For at this time the Temple was